That  mean*  they  will  have  to 
change,  the  say*. 

Grace  has  Seen  active  — 
militant,  she  says  —  in  the 
Indian  rights  movement.  She 
and  her  sister  have  traveled 
to  New  York  and  Florida  for 
conferences.  They  were  part 
of  a  group  that  surround¬ 
ed  the  Catholic  church  in  a 
nearby  town  and  demanded 
their  land  back,  threatening 
to  breach  a  dam  and  flood 
the  town  if  they  didn't  get  it. 

Land  disputes  between  In¬ 
dians  and  others  have  been 
fierce.  Non-Indians  have 
hired  gunmen  to  threaten 
the  Indians.  People  on  both 
tides  have  died. 

When  Grace  talks  about 
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HOUSE  OF  WORSHIP  —  Volunteers  from  the  United  States  pray  with  Egyptian  believers 
within  the  church  walls,  which  Joseph  (not  hie  reel  name)  and  others  buih  from  discardod 
cinder  blocks  and  mud.  The  chord)  held  its  first  worship  service  on  Dac^P.  2011.  in  an  unfin- 

-  Wted  structure  with  a  partial  roof.  Southern  apoUet  workers  are  training  Joseph  and  other 
pastors  in  outreach  and  evangelism.  (BP  photo) 


A  firm  foundation 


So.  Baptists  help  train  Egyptian  pastors 


Desperate  for  shelter  on 
the  outskirts  of  Cairo,  resi¬ 
dents  use  whatever  they  can 
find  —  sheets  of  tin  and  dis¬ 
carded  cardboard  —  to  create 
makeshift  residences  within 
this  garbage  village. 

For  more  than  20  years, 
families  living  here  have  col¬ 
lected  trash  from  area  homes 
and  businesses  to  make  some 
cash.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
17  million  people  of  greater 
Cairo  throw  away  13,000  tons 
of  garbage  every  day. 

Men  rise  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ings  to  gather  refuse  and 
transport  it  back  to  their  com¬ 
munity  in  weathered  pickup 
trucks  or  overflowing  carts 
pulled  by  horses  or  donkeys 
Some  businesses  bring  the 
garbage  to  them. 


IEAKT*  S  HANDS 


"Society  looks  down  (on 
us],*  says  Joseph  (not  his  real 
name),  31,  who  has  lived  in 
this  slum  for  14  years.  "The 
smell  is  not  good,  the  envi¬ 
ronment  is  not  good  *  Regard¬ 
less,  he  says,  he  has  a  message 
for  his  fellow  residents  of  one 
of  the  poorest  areas  in  Egypt: 


"You  are  not  garbage.* 

Joseph's  family  moved 
to  this  garbage  village  from 
Asyut,  Egypt,  when  he  was  15 
His  father  waa  a  garbage  col¬ 
lector  and  believed  relocating 
closer  to  Cairo  would  offer 

aorvFT  on  p.  10 


Much  work  left  to  be 
done  amon  ^world’s 
unreached  people 


SOUTH  AMERICA  (BP)  - 

Grace,  a  member  of  ooe 
of  the  indigenous  tribes  of 
South  America,  speaks  with 
intensity  about  the  future 
of  her  people.  There  are 
autaiders  who  would  keep 
them  in  something  of  a  mu¬ 
seum  —  as  living  history, 
she  says  —  stuck  in  a  time 
that  has  not  been  a  reality 
for  generations. 

Its  not  what  she  wants. 
Yet  the  issue  is  not  an  easy 
one.  *A  lot  of  our  people 
don’t  even  know  our  (cul¬ 
ture],*  she  says.  "They  say 
they  do,  but  they  hide  be¬ 
hind  it/ 

She  wants  her  people  to 
move  ahead,  to  ‘win.  She 
wants  them  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  all  that  is  going  on 
about  them  while  retain- 


they  talk,  flipping  from  verse 
to  verse  at  they  convene. 

The  visitor  it  astonished 
at  how  modi  of  what  she 
says  is  virtually  a  paraphrase 
of  the  New  Testament,  a  text 
As  has  never  read. 

There  have  been  times 
in  my  life  that  have  been  so 
hard,’  she  says,  “I've  won¬ 
dered  if  there  was  something 
else  out  there.* 

Grace  and  her  tribe  are 
among  more  than  3,000  un¬ 
engaged,  unreached  peoples 
•cross  the  world.  Nearly  400 
of  them  are  in  South  Amer¬ 
ica.  Isolated  by  language, 
culture,  history,  and  geogra- 
phy,  they  live  mostly  in  small 
dusters  of  fewer  than  3,000 

will  never  have 
a  missionary  assigned  to 
them.  Yet  the  church  is 
called  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
all  peoples. 

Gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  al¬ 
low  International  Mission 
Board  personnel  to  identify 
and  understand  these  often 
forgotten  people.  Those  ef¬ 
forts  offer  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  churches  committed  to 
embracing  unengaged,  un¬ 
reached  people* '•oasis  for 

MS  UNnEACHCD  on  p  10 


She  has  met  some  evangel¬ 
icals,  her  term  for  evenrone 
who  is  not  Catholic,  and  was 
not  impressed.  They  have 
faith,*  she  says,  "but  they 
don’t  have  love.  Faith  with¬ 
out  love  isn’t  worth  much.* 

A  visitor  tells  Grace  her  1 
words  are  straight  from  the  s 
Bible.  “Next  time  you  come,  ? 
bring  your  Bible,  she  cays,  i 
*1  want  to  know  more  about  a 
it'  The  visitor  says  he  has  ] 
one  with  him.  Grace  asks  1 
hire  to  get  it  For  20  minutes  I 


JUM  fix  It 


TOM  ELLIFF,  PRESIDENT 


The  life  of  a  ‘do-er 


'Jesus  wont  through  all  the  towns  and  villages,  teaching  in  their 
synagogues,  preaching  the  good  news  of  the  kingdom  and  heal- 
•ng  every  disease  and  sickness.  When  he  saw  the  crowds,  he  had 
compassion  on  them,  because  they  were  harassed  and  helpless  like 
sheep  without  a  shepherd.  Then  he  said  to  his  disciples.  The  harvest 
is  plentiful  but  the  vwrkers  are  few.  Ask  the  Lord  of  the  harvest. 

therefore,  to  send  out  workers  into  his  harvest  field.'' 

(Matthew  9:35-38.  NIV). 

[have  a  confession.  I've  always  been 
a  do-er.  I  have  a  difficult  time  sitting 
bade  and  simply  observing  when  I  aee 
■methina  that  needs  to  be  corrected. 

I  have  friends  who  love  to  debate 
jbtics,  sports,  and  theology.  They  get  all 
Kited  analyzing  the  pros  and  cons  of  the 
test  technology,  what’s  wrong  with  their 
ms,  or  how  they  Sod  about  the  latest 


Guest  opinion 

with  Wanda  Lee 
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Missionaries  train,  equip  church  planters  in  Nepal 


KATHMANDU.  Nopal  (BP)  - 

'No  one  accepted  us,”  says  Agni 
Amrit  (not  his  real  name),  hang¬ 
ing  his  head  so  low  it  almost  rests 
on  his  checkered  tie. 

Amrit  asked  to  people  in 
Kathmandu,  Nepal,  if  he  could 
share  a  story  about  his  God.  Ev¬ 
eryone  he  approached  told  him 
to  scat.  No  one  wanted  to  hear 
about  another  God.  They  already 
have  plenty  in  Hinduism. 

"You  were  rejected  to 
times,”  repeats  Drew  Neely 
(not  his  real  name)  an  Inter¬ 
national  Mission  Board  repre¬ 
sentative  and  church-planting 
trainer.  Amrit  nods. 

“I  hope  that  gives  you  joy,” 
Neely  says,  pausing  for  Am¬ 
rit  to  meet  his  gaze.  "Brother, 
when  those  to  people  rejected 
you,  you  shared  in  the  suffer¬ 
ing  or  Christ  and  that  should  be 
cause  for  rejoicing.” 

Both  Neely  and  Amrit  feel 
called  by  Goa  to  be  His  heart. 


college  in  Kathmandu  Neely  is  family.  His  mother  was  healed  how  to  find  someone  to  invest  in, 
an  American  who  teaches  Nep-  after  she  believed  in  God.  and  how  to  disciple  in  a  way  that 

alese  believers  how  to  effectively  “I  went  to  church,  but  I  nev-  leads  to  church  multiplication, 
plant  new  churches  They  met  er  believed  in  God  because  I  During  a  training  session, 
after  Neely  was  asked  to  teach  thought  that  was  my  responsi-  Neely  invited  Amrit  and  his 
the  Bible  college  students  how  to  bility  to  go,  just  because  of  my  classmates  to  join  him  in  a  jour- 
plant  churches.  mother,”  Amrit  says.  ney  of  joy.  Tm  pleading  you, 

Neely  hopes  that  as  a  result  of  A  pastor  asked  Amrit  if  he  for  your  joy,  and  the  joy  of  those 
training  at  the  college,  a  few  of  knew  about  the  sin  in  his  life,  people  who  will  come  to  know 
the  students  will  take  up  the  call-  Amrit  didn’t  realize  his  sin  con-  Christ...  take  this  and  make  it  a 
ing  to  help  see  the  Great  Com-  demned  him.  He  soon  made  a  part  of  your  life  and  for  the  gkxy 
mission  fulfilled  in  Nepal.  commitment  to  follow  Christ,  of  God,  Nedy  tells  the  students. 

Neely  doesn't  intend  to  train  Now,  he's  a  little  older,  has  a  Accepting  the  call  to  plant 
the  Bible  college  students  and  faint  shadow  of  a  moustache,  churches,  Neely  ays,  sometimes 
walk  sway  The  training  is  de-  and  hopes  to  plant  a  church  will  lead  students  to  unfamiliar 
rigneri  to  help  him  spot  those  that  wifi  minister  to  his  drug  territory  and  far-flung  villages, 
called  as  church  planters,  those  addict  friends.  Tm  going  to  warn  you,  die  Jeep 

he’ll  continue  to  (fisciple  Amrit  says  Neely's  training  ride  is  going  to  be  hot  and  bumpy 

At  the  training  he  found  Am-  showed  him  how  to  reach  out  to  and  long  and  your  dahl  bat  [a 


Avowed  atheist  turns  life  around  after  encounter  with  missionaries 


CENTRAL  ASIA  (BP)  -  Omar  Khan  (not 
his  real  name)  loved  his  father,  but  he 
didn’t  buy  his  old  man’s  Islamic  religion. 
In  his  early  30s,  Khan  was  a  self-pro¬ 
claimed  atheist.  He  didn't  believe  in  any 
god,  especially  Allah. 

Out  of  respect,  Khan  would  listen  po¬ 
litely  as  his  father  waxed  philosophical 
about  the  mysteries  of  the  Quran,  a  nearly 
threadbare  topic  during  their  frequent 
road  trips  to  the  city  to  buy  merchandise 
for  the  family’s  small  clothes  shop. 

One  mystery  in  particuljr  plagued  the 
elder  Khan.  Why  did  the  Quran  refer  to 
Jesus  as  the  Spirit  of  God?  Didn’t  that 
mean  Jesus  was  God?  Khan’s  father  never 
got  his  answer,  at  least  not  in  tliis  life. 

Khan  was  walking  about  20  yards  be¬ 
hind  his  father  in  one  of  the  capital  city1  s 
crowded  markets  when  he  tripped  over 
s  curb.  A  split-second  after  Khan  hit  the 
ground,  a  violent  explosion  ripped  through 
the  market  —  a  rebel  rocket  attack. 

Dazed  by  the  blast,  Khan  picked  him¬ 
self  up  and  tried  to  make  sense  of  what  he 
saw.  Dead  bodies  lay  all  around  him,  not 
just  bodies  but  scattered  bits  and  pieces  of 
charred  and  bloody  remains.  Khan  looked 
at  the  spot  where  his  father  had  stood  only 
moments  before.  It  was  a  smoking  crater. 

He  filled  a  plastic  hag  from  one  of  the 


shops  with  chunks  of  flesh.  Khan  didn't 
knew  which  pieces  belonged  to  his  father, 
but  he  wanted  to  give  his  mother  some¬ 
thing  to  bury.  He  hr  id  the  bag  in  his  arms 
during  the  seven-hour  bus  ride  home. 

"Mother,  here  is  my  father,”  Khan 
remembers  saying  as  he  offered  her 
the  bloody  hag,  sobbing  uncontrollably. 
This  was  all  that  was  left  of  the  person  he 
loved  more  fiercely  than  any  other  in  the 
world  but  wtutt  Mian  didn't  yet  realize 
was  just  how  much  of  his  father  lived  on 
through  him,  including  the  question  he 
had  planted  deep  within  his  son’s  heart: 
Who  is  Jc*qs? 

Little  did  Khan  know,  God  was  already 
preparing  him  for  the  answer.  Within 
a  year  of  his  father's  death,  Khan  found 
himself  wrestling  with  yet  another  spiri¬ 
tual  question.  Py  chance,  he’d  met  a  West¬ 
ern  Christian  who  told  him  that  God  loves 
him,  a  concept  foreign  to  a  Muslim,  much 
less  an  atheist 

"How  does  God  love  roe?  He_  didn't 
give  me  anv  money  or  anything,”  Khan 
wondered.  As  his  relationship  with  his 
Christian  friend  grew,  Khan  was  given  a 
New  Testament  Bible  translated  Into  the 
local  language. 

"I  put  it  on  the  cupboard,”  Khan  re¬ 
members.  "1  said.  This  thihg  is  a  lot  of 


history.  I  don’t  want  to  read  this." 

That  night  he  had  an  unusual  dream. 
A  man  dressed  in  white  came  to  him, 
His  face  made  of  light.  He  was  carry¬ 
ing  the  New  Testament  Bible  Khan  had 
received  earlier  that  day,  wrapped  in  a 
white  handkerchief. 

“He  asked  me,  "Why  didn't  you  read 
this  book?”  Khan  says.  He  remembers 
ignoring  the  man,  explaining  that  he  had 
lots  of  books  and  didn’t  want  to  waste  time 
on  ancient  stories.  The  man  in  white  per¬ 
sisted,  asking  Khan  to  read  just  one  page 
“Maybe  it  wiH  help  you,”  he  told  Khan, 
and  the  dream  ended. 

When  Khan  awoke  the  next  morning, 
the  New  Testament  he’d  placed  on  top 
of  the  cupboard  was  next  to  his  pillow, 
wrapped  neatly  in  a  white  handkerchief. 

"Tley,  did  you  put  this  book  here?" 
Khan  asked  his  wife.  “She  said,  ’No.’  1  said, 
’Please  try  to  find  out  if  somebody  came 
iaside  my  room  (last  night].’  She  said,  ’No. 
Nobody  came  to  you.” 

Remembering  his  dream,  he  decided  to 
honor  the  man’s  request  to  read  a  single 
page.  Khan  didn’t  know  where  to  start. 
He  opened  the  Bible  to  1  Corinthians  14, 
but  he  didn't  stop  at  one  page.  He  read  ev¬ 
erything  —  first,  the  whole  chapter,  then 
the  entire  book.  'On  that  day  1  think  God 


touched  my  heart,”  Khan  says. 

He  took  the  New  Testament  and  the 
handkerchief  to  his  brother,  Amir  (not 
his  real  name)  and  told  him  about  the 
dream.  Amir  thought  he  was  crazy,  but 
Khan  convinced  him  they  should  read  the 
Bible  together. 

Within  days  the  men  knew  they  needed 
to  talk  to  someone.  They  called  their  Chris¬ 
tian  friend  and  invited  her  for  dinner.  "We 
asked  her,  'How  can  we  know  this  Book? 
...  Tliis  is  a  good  Book,"  Khan  says. 

Since  it  was  inappropriate  for  a  woman 
to  disciple  a  ma  i,  she  connected  Khan  and 
Amir  with  a  Western  Christian  man  who 
began  to  meet  with  them  every  two  weeks 
to  guide  them  through  the  Gospel.  After 
a  year  and  a  half  of  study,  both  Khan  and 
Amir  accepted  Jesus  and  were  baptized. 

“We  started  to  share  our  ideas  (about 
the  Gospel)  with  our  friends,”  Khan 
says.  That’s  when  the  trouble  began 
At’  that  time,  Islamic  radicals  were  at¬ 
tempting  to  overthrow  the  government 
It  seemed  like  anyone  was  a  potential 
target,  especially  Christians. 

yA  lot  of  people  were  being  killed,” 

Silains^  Khan,  who  says  he  personally 
ped  bury  45  people  during  the  violence 
'It  was  a  very  bad  time  every  night.  I  had 
had  dreams  and  was  afraid." 
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BSU  crew  keeps  eyes  on  goal  during  trashy  enterprise 


By  Uni*  King 
Correspondent 


work- 
staff  is 
every  ball 
inus  about  the 
■  with  the 
I  comes  in 


here,  it's  tike  a  breath  of  fresh  air 
coming  through,  and  we’ve  got  an 
of  these  extra  hands." 

McManus  said  the  students 
net  only  bring  a  good  work  ethic 
each  night,  but  they  meet  the 


with  a  good  attitude 
as  well.  The  BSU  students  have 
definitely  been  a  Godsend  so  to 
speak,  and  we  have  been  blessed 
by  them  and  really  appreciate 
the  value  they  bring  to  the  cam- 


DmTY  JOB  -  Ole  Miss  Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  mem¬ 
bers  Kyle  Tanner  (leftl,  a  business  major  and  member  of  First 
Church.  Oxford,  and  Tucker  Stafford,  a  civil  engineering  major 
and  member  of  Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo,  work  together  to 
cleeo  the  Grove,  the  popular  football  game  day  tailgating 
spot  on  the  campus  in  Oxford,  after  the  Texas  game  on  Sept. 
15.  Funds  ratond  by  the  students  help  fund  BSU  summer  mis¬ 
sions.  The  BSUers  picked  up  a  record  87  tone  of  refuee  after 
the  Texas  game.  (BR  special  photo  by  Tanner  Marquis) 


pus.  They  are  s  big  moral  boost 
to  our  guys.  They  ahvayr  have  a 
good  attitude.’ 

Blake  Johnson,  a  senior  jour¬ 
nalism  major  from  Houston, 
Texas,  who  is  very  active  in  the 
BSU,  said  he  believes  students’ 
optimism  through  the  long 
hours  and  late  nights  comes 
from  a  desire  to  minister  to  the 
campus  and  an  awareness  that 
they  are  raising  money  to  send 
students  nationally  and  interna¬ 
tionally  for  summer  missions. 

"We  think  to  ourselves,  'I’m 
doing  this  to  spread  a  mes¬ 
sage,  and  I’m  doing  this  to  raise 
money  to  spread  that  mes¬ 
sage,  said  Johnson,  a  member 
of  The  life  Church  in  Oxford,  a 
church  plant  sponsored  by  First 
Church,  Oxford,  ONE8  Net¬ 
work;  and  the  Margaret  Lackev 
State  Missions  Offering. 

Johnson  also  said  that  BSU 
students  want  to  ultimately  bring 
Story  to  God,  and  they  know  that 
their  strength  comes  from  Christ 
-  especially  during  Grow  clean¬ 
up  after  Ole  Mias  played  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Texas  on  Sapt  15.  Stu¬ 
dents  began  the  five-hour  task  at 
1:30  ajrc,  and  picked  up  a  record 
87  tons  cf  garbage. 

1 was  tninkingJesus.  That  was 
all  I  had  to  run  off  of,  and  I  thmV 


says  a  lot  about  our  students  that 
we  didn’t  give  up." 

McManus  said  that  he  and 
others  also  notice  that  BSU  stu¬ 
dents  are  spurred  fay  something 
greater.  "They  seem  to  have  a 
higher  purpose  and  a  high  t  call¬ 
ing  for  what  they  are  doing,  and 
it’s  notjust  about  getting  the  task 
done.  They  do  a  great  job  with  it 
They  fed  they' re  contributing  to  a 
bigger  cause 

Students  also  enjoy  the  time 
together  during  Grove  cleanup 
“One  of  my  favorite  parts  is  juk 
the  idea  of  the  fellowship  that  you 
get  out  there,"  Johnson  said. 

With  the  last  campus  game  of 
the  2012  football  season  compiet 
ed  on  Nov.  24.  McManus  looks 
forward  to  Grove  cleanup  next 
season  despite  six  home  football 
games  scheduled  in  a  row. 

"I  think  BSU  will  step  up  to 
the  challenge  again,"  he  said. 
Tm  not  fearful  at  all  because  I 
know  we  have  a  great  partner¬ 
ship  with  them." 

Author  Lank  King,  currently 
serving  as  BSU  president  at  Ole 
Miss,  a  a  j 


J°r 


value  they  bring  to ‘the  cam-  thing."  JohransakL^l  thfnkfoat 


BSU  president  < 

journalism  ma- 

_ . _ and  a  member 

Oxford  Church,  Oxford, 
nrpher  Tanner  Marquis 
is  a  ft miur  international  security 
mtyor  and  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Oxford. 


k  ur  recent  Presidential  election,  as  do 
Imost  elections,  left  a  concession  by 
'one  candidate  and  a  euphoric  cel¬ 
ebration  by  the  other  candidate.  President 
BarackObama  re-elected  for  four  more 
years  had  hardly  finished  his  speech  until 
every  rye  in  the  land  was  focusing  on  the 
fiscal  dm.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss  it  here 
or  add  to  aQ  of  the  conversation  that  takes 
place  24/7  by  the  news  media.  But  regard¬ 
less  trf  whom  you  are  or  what  you  know 


about  it,  it  is  I 
family  ^ 
mess  that  has 


ret  you  s 
stated,  it  is  me  economic 
cultivated  in  our  nation 


in  virtually  every  sector  of  society.  Its 
converging  to  take  place  as  the  New  Y< 
begins.  In  addition,  it  is  sigruficantto  note 


who  are  entrusted  with 

off 


that  the f 

the  responsib  Jity  of  fixing  it  are  in  large 
measure  those  responsible  for  creating  it 
I  will  move  on  after  this  one  last  thought 
Maybe  it  is  the  most  discouraging  thought 
of  all.  There  is  not  a  whole  lot  that  any  of 
us  can  do  about  it  because  it  is  in  the  narto 
of  others. 

So  with  all  of  that  said,  I  actually  want 
to  address  a  cliff  that  our  nation  is  going 
over  which  is  to  me  far  more  significant 
and  recejtts  a  lot  less  attention.  It  is  the 
moral  dm,  or  maybe  some  would  state  it  as 
the  immoral  cliff  that  America  seems  to  be 
hurdling  downward.  If  this  pest  election 
says  anything,  it  announces  that  we  live  in 
a  different  country  today  than  we  have  ever 
lived  in  before.  There  ere  so  many  things 
where  right  is  now  wrong  and  wrong  is  now 
right  Two  factors  seem  to  dominate  the 
landscape  of  America. 

The  first  factor  is  that  we  have 
embraced  a  new  standard,  and  that 
standard  is  what  la  right  for  me. 

There  was  a  day.  regardless  of  a  person's 
faith  or  non-faith  that  the  Bible,  the  Word 
of  God,  was  held  in  a  position  of  exahed 
appreciation  for  moral  conduct  No  more! 


1  the  legal  use  of  marijuana. 

5  of  the  fact  mat  this  is  a  proven 
f  drug  to  increased  use  of  even  more 
1)  mind  and  mood  altering  drugs, 
die  people  say  let’s  make  it  available  to  the 
population.  Truthfully,  as  you  survey  file 
entire  mountain  range  of  America,  it  is  not 
a  question  of  going  over  the  moral  cliff  to 
much  as  it  is  a  matter  of  how  far  will  we  fell 
until  we  self-destruct 

But  notonty  is  there  a  ch 
the  standards  by  which  we  W— 
who  we  are  morally  and  ethically  , 
there  is  a  change  in  America  over 
what  is  actually  the  goal  of  life.  It 
seems  as  though  the  one  thing  that  is  five 
ultimate  gauge  of  whether  something  is  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  most  Americans  is  does  it  make 
me  happy.  If  it  does  make  me  happy.it  has 


l  makes  me  happy,  it  is  therefore  mho-- 
entiy  wrong  and  evi. 

In  the  recent  poliucal  season,  it  became 
more  and  more  fascinating  to  hear  the 

competition  of  ideas  of  who  could  provide 
'  1  for  file  American  people  to  make 
themhappy.  Each  political  party  provided 
its  own  description  and  somewhat  of  a 
definition  of  the  pathway  to  happiness. 

One  offered  to  provide  enough  stuff  and 
the  other  one  offered  to  have  enough  c 
portunities  given,  but  both  of  them  t 
up  with  your  life  win  be  better  and  you  can 
be  happier  if  our  candidate  is  elected.  The 
time  was  when  the  goal  of  Americans  was 
notjust  to  be  happy  so  much  as  it  was  to  be 
purposeful  That  is  a  profound  change  that 
has  taken  place  in  our  country.  For  to  live  a 
life  of  usefulness  and  purpose,  with  a  sense 
of  responsibility,  and  even  duty  is  the  stuff 
of  which  true  happiness  is  made.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  happiness  and  a  personal 
good  feeling  is  your  goal  in  life  it  is  virtu¬ 
ally  impossible  to  find  enough  things,  stuff, 
entertainment,  or  other  people  that  can 
enable  you  to  achieve  it  So  in  some  ways, 
it  seems  as  though  we  have  fallen  off  of  the 
moral  cliff  into  an  immoral  pit  But  unlike 
the  fiscal  cliff,  there  is  something  that  you 
and  I  can  do  individuaBy  and  personally 

Regardless  of  what  anybody  else  does 
and  regardless  of  file  rest  of  the  population, 
we,  you  and  I,  can  turn  to  God  We  can 
become  lights  in  file  darkness.  We  can  be¬ 
come  diffaence  makers  in  the  workL  It  is 
not  necessary  for  us  to  curse  the  darkness, 
scream,  and  yeD  about  the  situation  that  we 
are  in.  but  we  can  be  the  difference  looking 
to  God,  following  Him,  and  offering  hope, 
help,  and  fife  hi  our  wonderful  Lora  Jesus. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at Jfutml^ 
mbcb.org. 
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for  1st- 6th 

graders  July 
18-21  st  the 

Woodmen 
of  the  World 
camp  near 
Hattiesburg. 
A  total  of  »1 


gHwwriel  and  honorarium  anoata  in 
yr**  for  information  on  the 
•ngals,  call  1601)  878-3430  or  303-7183. 
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Elizabeth  Stringer. 
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College  News 


The  Carey  Chorale 
and  Oratorio  Choir 
performed  hymns 
of  praise  during 
the  program  A 
Service  ofThanks- 
giving  presented 
by  the  WILLIAM 
CAREY  UNIVER¬ 
SITY  Winters 
School  of  Music 
on  November  15  in 
Smith  Auditorium. 


MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE’S  Lynn  Etheridge 
received  a  top  honor  as  the  state's  Licensed 
Professional  Counselor  of  the  Year.  The  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Licensed  Professional  Counselors 
Association  named  Etheridge  the  recipient 
of  the  award  at  its  annual  meeting  in  early 
November.  Founded  in  2000,  the  Hatties¬ 
burg-based  group  is  s  professional  orga¬ 
nization  devoted  to  advancing  the  practice 
of  mental  health  counseling  in  Mississippi. 
Etheridge  works  as  a  counselor  in  the  MC 
Student  Counseling  and  Disability  Services 
Office  on  the  fourth  floor  of  Alumni  Hell. 


The  MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE  chapter  of  Omicron  Delta  Kappa  inducted  nearly  40  student  leaders  this  fall. 
Founded  nearly  a  century  ago  in  Lexington,  Virginia,  Omicron  Delta  Kappa  is  a  growing  leadership  honor  soci¬ 
ety  on  hundreds  of  colleges  nationwide.  The  officers  include:  president  Zach  Schurch,  a  biology/medical  sci¬ 
ence  major  from  Stnrtcville.  Ashley  Howard,  the  ODK  service  chair  from  Madison,  and  secretary  Briana  Pearson, 
an  elementary  education  major  from  Brandon.  Scott  Lee  serves  as  the  new  vice  president  and  will  take  over  as 
president  next  year. 


Believers 
having  an 
impact  on 
Niamey 

NIAMEY,  Niger  (BP)  -  When 

Ibrahim’*  wife  died,  hi*  Soog- 


Ibrahim’*  wife  died,  hi*  Song- 
hai  community  refused  to  bury 
her  because  she  was  a  Christian. 
She,  Hk*  Ibrahim  and  other  be¬ 
liever*,  head  daily  persecution 
from  their  Muslim  neighbor*. 
Most  Sooghai  believer*  do. 

"We’D  treat  your  wife  like  we 
would  a  dog  or  a  donkey.  She’s 

a  an  animal  that  should  rot,* 
leader*  told  Ibrahim. 

The  Sooghai  people  are  pri¬ 
marily  Muslim  with  many  be¬ 
liefs  rooted  in  animism.  In¬ 
ternational  Mission  Board 
missionary  John  Smythe  (not 
hi*  real  name)  and  hi*  wife  spent 
three  years  sharing  the  Gospel 
and  dimpling  Songhai  believers 
in  Ibrahim’s  village. 

One  of  Smythe *  greatest  fears 
in  leaving  the  village  was  that  the 
Songhai  church  might  crumble. 

Soon  after  they  left,  Ibrahim 
faced  the  huge  challenge  of  de¬ 
fending  his  with  while  grieving 
for  his  wife.  Determined  to  bury 
his  wife,  Ibrahim  began  digging 
her  grave  as  Muslim  villager* 
yelled  inauhs  at  Mm.  When  his 
Christian  brother*  heard  what 
be  was  doing,  they  came  to  help. 
That  day  was  a  turning  point 
for  the  Songhai  believers  as 
they  united  to  be  His  heart.  His 
hands,  and  HU  voice. 

One  of  Ibrahim's  dose 
friends,  Boubacar,  commented 
that  he  greatly  admired  Ibra¬ 
him’s  loyalty  to  Christ  that  day. 
Boubacar  U  a  follower  of  Christ 
wbo  experienced  a  radical  trans¬ 
formation.  Once  a  gang  leader 
who  had  demonstrated  hostility 
toward  missionaries  in  his  vil¬ 
lage,  he  felt  an  internal  struggle 
to  accept  or  deny  God’s  Truth 
one  night.  He  decided  to  be¬ 
come  a  Christian,  and  his  pest 
life  quickly  became  history. 


UNDETERRED  -The  taw  Christiana  in  this  small  Songhai  village  in  Niger  face  persecution  on  a  daily  basis  from  their  Mamie 
neighbor*.  Thi*  ha*  not  stopped  them  from  meeting  together  to  share  God’s  Word  and  pray  for  one  another.  (BP  photo) 

Niger  believers  stand  tall  amidst  persecution 


MAMEY  Mger  (BP)  —  Timbuk¬ 
tu.  The  name  inspire*  images  of 


lands,  mythical 
enae  wealth. 


Many 
the  city  i 


feed  my  family,  so  Td  better  refy 
on  the  community." 

While  offiosln  Muslim,  the 
Songhai  generally  practice  ani- 


■ctually  does  exist  Dm-  and  reciting 
eanly  one  of  (myriad  of  are  still  spirit 
dttea  within  the  Songhai  nfaa.  — They 


the  Quran, 


Empire.  For  more  than  two  cen¬ 
turies,  the  Songhai  dynasty  ruled 
moat  of  central  West  Africa,  sup¬ 
ported  by  a  flouriahing  trade  m 
gold  and  salt 

"They  were  a  rare  combina¬ 
tion  of  mihtafy  and  mystic  might 
They  had  these  great  warrior*, 
but  thay  also  were  these  sorcerer* 
<iixi  magnums  wno  controueu  me 
mints  and  could  master  the  spir- 
its  of  the  river,'  ssys  John  Smythe 
(not  his  reel  name)  an  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Boenl  missionary 
who's  been  working  among  the 
Sooghai  of  Niger  fence  2006 

foiled  by  a  dynasty  of  Mus¬ 
lim  kings,  the  empire  expanded 
through  a  combination  of  prac¬ 
tical  politics  and  holy  war.  The 
meteoric  rise  of  the  empire  was 
matched  by  its  sudden  invasion 
and  downfall  in  wqi. 

Modem  Songhai  are  mainly 


idea.  ...They  are  involved  in  aD 
aorta  of  witchcraft, "  says  Smythe. 
Leas  than  one  percent  of  the  pop¬ 
ulation  ie  Christian. 

Out  of  the  ruins  of  vanished 
empires  and  ancient  supersti¬ 
tions,  however,  a  new  kingdom 
U  being  bulk  among  the  Songhai, 
shares  Smythe.  'A  Kingdom  not 
buik  with  human  hands,  a  king¬ 
dom  that’s  being  built  by  God 
made  out  of  living  stones." 

This  kingdom  has  not  been 
built  without  struggle.  According 
to  Smythe,  Songhai  cunwr  non  is 
"a  traumatic  experience.'’  Those 
wno  sup  oucsKie  or  aocqxea 


like  Ibrahim  and  Boubacar  who 
dim  to  dte  Gospel.  Thanks  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of¬ 
fering.  the  Smythes  helped  lay  a 
solid  foundation  for  the  church 
to  grow  in  their  village  before 
moving  on.  They  also  left  audio 
Bible  recordings  the  church  de¬ 
pends  on  to  hear  the  Word  of 
God  as  they  meet  to  study  and 
discuss  the  Gospel. 

"The  church  has  continued 
to  grow  and  understand  what  it 
means  to  be  the  church:  loving 
one  another,  sharing  what  they 
have  with  one  another,’  says 
Smythe.  "They  have  their  chal¬ 
lenges  just  as  every  church  has 
its  challenges,  but  they’re  facing 
those  with  prayer  and  through 
God’s  Word.  Their  greatest  de¬ 
sire  is  that  all  their  village  will 
know  the  name  of  Christ. 


subsistence  farmers,  coaxing 
millet  and  rice  out  of  the  day  of 
the  Niger  River  valley.  If  a  a  land 
of  fiat-topped  MBs  and  wide, 
washed-out  valley*  with  deep, 
rain-cut  channel*  between.  Pile 
red  day  and  dark  brown  atone 
contrast  oddly,  like  a  bizarre 
sand  pamtlqg 

Songhai  villages  constat  of 
mud-brick  houses.  Walls  sur¬ 


round  specious,  if  bore,  yards. 
Trash  litters  the  streets.  There 
is  no  other  place  for  it  Animals 
wander  wherever  acacia  fences 
do  not  keep  them  out.  Village 
life  is  highlighted  by  scent  The 
heat  bakes  out  the  odor  of  moist 
sand  and  yrtn  growth.  The 
smell  of  sweat  and  wood  smoke 
b  prevalent. 

"Community  is  life"  to  the 
Songhai.  explains  Smythe.  "They 
understand  that  tomorrow,  T 
might  not  hare  enough  rice  to 


fl J  t,  tl.  n  ■■  1  ■in  1  n  iti  ■  ■ 

ueo,  oy  ineir  communities. 

Many  villagers  refuse  to  buy 
or  sell  with  a  Christian  con¬ 
vert,  and  family  members  of¬ 
ten  shun  believer*.  Pressure  to 
return  to  the  old  ways  comes 
from  all  directions. 

One  new  believer  must  now 
eat  outside  every  time  he  visits  his 
in-laws,  as  they  regard  non-Mua- 
hma  as  andean.  AncSher  told  his 
femOy  of  his  conrenfon  and  re¬ 
tailed  home  that  night  to  find  all 


t  aned  home  that  night  to  find  afi  her 
hi,  possession*  in  a  bag  outside.  jma 

fatevus  are  often  told.  "Only  whaf 
white  people  can  be  Christians.'  says 
The  harshest  confrontation  com 
came  after  Sinydie  and  his  family  has 
moved  sway  from  foe  small  town  hast 
where  they  nad  ben  ministering  T 
for  three  yean,  when  a  believer's  hew 
wife  died  suddenly.  Ibrahim  had  villa 
been  a  dedicated  Muslim  who  "nut 
prayed  fire  times  dafly,  gave  and 
charity,  and  donated  animals  for  or  g 

-  -tt-l - e  1  *  ♦ 

religious  rruvim.  Trier 

*1  thought  in  my  heart  if  I  (did  cat* 
there  things).  I  was  receiving  for-  "My 
fovenea*."  he  says.  *]  could  never  B 
know  in  my  heart  iflwaa  bring  drin 
forgiven  or  not."  bni 

After  repeatedly  dreaming  of  a  T 


Ugbt  "that  was  Jesus  Christ"  com¬ 
ing  between  him  and  enveloping 
darkness.  Ibrahim  became  a  de- 
terrruned  Christian  despite  rejec 
hoc  by  his  neighbors  and  refusal 
of  hnainsa*  ifis  dedication  and 
encouragement  soon  led  his  wife 
to  Christ  as  well. 

When  baa  wife  died,  the  village 
leaders,  noting  neither  Ibrahim 
nor  his  wife  were  Muslim,  re¬ 
fused  to  hare  her  buried,  claim¬ 
ing  she  would  be  treated  like  an 
animal  and  left  to  rot  Only  if 
Ibrahim  confessed  Mam  would 
his  wife  be  buried  and  prayed  for 
as  culturally  required 

Ibrahim  refused  and  set  out  to 
bury  his  wife  slooe,  but  the  other 
believers  rallied  sround  him  and 
came  to  his  aid 

This  unity  in  the  free  of  cruel 
rejection  was  a  turning  paint  for 
the  local  church.  It  demonstrated 
the  church  could  endure,  even 
without  the  Smythes’  presence. 
"It  was  [a]  testimony  that  We 
are  not  going  to  go  hack  to  our 
old  faith,  that  we're  here  to  stay” 
say*  Smythe,  who  now  fives  two 
hours  away  in  Niamey.  Niger's 
capita]  city. 

In  the  free  of  opposition,  die 
Smythes  and  their  team  "literally 

Sto  watch  history  change,"  as 
small  group  of  bebever*  grew 
into  the  first  church  ever  seen  in 
he  region.  Thst  church  "ha*  coo- 
Jnued  to  grow  and  understand 


conversion,  Smythe  discovered 
he  intended  to  take  a  second 
wife,  a  practice  common  and 
perfectly  acceptfebte  to  the  Song¬ 
ful  Smythe,  with  some  unease, 
shared  God’s  plan  for  marriage  as 
found  in  Generis. 

"Ha  eyes  just  got  huge,  and 
I  thought,  ‘Oh  man,  he’s  gonna 
hit  mef-  Smythe  say*,  "and  he 
looked  at  me  and  said,  T  had  no 
idea  Ood>  Word  said  that  "  *»  -> 

Boubacar  went  that  very  day 
to  break  off  the  engagement, 
despite  having  already  paid  the 
brideprioe.  When  asked  about 
hi*  derision,  he  daimed,  ‘Every¬ 
thing  Jeaue  says,  that’s  what  I 
want  to  da" 
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n*  to  be  the  church," 
e.  "They  are  a  true 
that  gives  as  anyone 


has  need.* 

The  transformation  of  be¬ 
lievers  is  apparent  to  their 
village.  Boubacar,  once  foe 
"number-one  bandit"  in  town 
and  leader  of  foe  focal  fadah, 
or  gang,  was  so  altered  that  hi* 
friends  asked  him  what  medi¬ 
cation  he  was  on.  He  daimed, 
"My  medicine  i*  Jesus  Christ." 

Bow  haoi  r  stopped  smokinc 
drinking,  and  fighting,  and  even 
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Clue  not  available 


RISKY  DECISION  —  Nik  and  Ruth  Ripken  (not  their  real  names)  pray  at  the  Wilson  airport  in 
Nairobi,  Kenya,  where  Nik  first  boarded  .1  small  airplane  for  Somalia  not  knowing  when  or  if 
he  would  return.  In  the  Somalia  of  the  1980s  the  Ripkens  watched  helplessly  as  many  Chris¬ 
tians  were  persecuted  and  martyred.  (BP  photo) 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Luke  Two:  Twenty-eight 


Couple  sees  darkest  side  of 
persecution  traversing  globe 
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lost  person  who  has  no  access  to 
Jesus,*  Nik  says.  “Satan  wartts  to 
keep  people  from  hearing  about 


u  phona  601-776-8617.  cantor  a  brothuta  601-940-6641 

■I0EL3ERG  STAINED  GLASS  2SS6  CHEVY  3566  V-8  16-PASSEN0ER 
Indian  Deem.  laOncaOon,  rape*  Fax  VAN.  Now  transmtoaton  and  Pottery  Re- 
istrationi  to  KM -463-7666  or  cal  100-  nwto  kaylau  entry  noth  atom  lyatorn  Aa 
62706  *  (♦spars)  pramnim.  heavy  duly  dree  tor 

ITIINBURO  RENTALS:  CaOm  $90/ 

»  and  Condo  170/nite  Contact  832  ZT  P*CU8*  w  ow  (“opPonQsnwl 
2  0401  or  E-ntail:  pdiw4760@att  net  tor  — _ 


601-302-0202 


leing.  tot  jokes,  and  p 

ua  at  601-857-0738 


‘he  Baptist  Record  November  29,  2012 


HIS  HEART  /  HIS  HANDS  /  HIS  VOICE 
LOTTIE  MOON  CHRISTMAS  OFFERING 

;  2  Week  of  Prayer  for  International  Missions  ec.  2  9 


'God  created  us  as  a  history  of  Baptist  ministry  hopes  to  raise  enough  money 
church,  not  to  be  closed  ,n  .Southern  Baptiste  to  finish  the  church  building. 

in  on  ourselves  but  to  '?er®  very  lnfluentia!  through  which  will  take  about  three 
in  on  ourselves  DUl  to  the  Cooperative  Progr.  n  and  months  to  comolete  In  ad- 

servethe  society  around  U>ttie  Moon  [Christmas  Of-  dition  to  bringing  water  and 
US.  The  people  here  are  *»™rt  says  Ron^  Robinson  electricity  to  the  entire  vil- 

•  very  precious  JO  our  <ian  X  To^ed™'  fe^reTgni^  as“  a  com 
_  Joaeph  tist  work. 

Egyptian  pastor  -vvhen  we  first  went  [to  .  pr«ye/ >» 

,  Egypt],  the  work  was  evange-  demonstrate  the  love  of  Jesus 
3°.  *011,  the  Hsn*' ,{,at  rMoltod  in  church-  ^hrirt  to  all.  *In  the  middle 
tureh  held  its  first  worship  es  That  was  our  statement  *  of  ,n  thls  [garbage],  where  a 
irnce  under  a  partial  roof.  The  work  has  led  to  a  vital  c,ou'd  be  Psychologi- 

ince  that  first  semce,  three  impact  on  Egyptian  churches  broken  and  worn  out,  I 

?Onlp  navp  nravpH  tn  kpaiva  _ __  r _ •  Irnnw  snrl  kaliaoa  fknt  T _ _ 


HARD  DAY'S  WORK  —  Farmers  in  an  indigenous  tritx 
South  America  work  their  crops  by  hand.They  dance  an 
religious  ceremonies  on  the  small  mountain  in  the  back 
ground.  (BP  photo) 

UNREACHED  opportunity  to  hear 

coot  from  p.1  their  Savior.  Pray  thal 

nKitimk  1 1  L. .  _ _  _  _ 


Exposing  a  Broken  Relationship  •  Hosea  1:1-2;  2:2-5;  3:1-5 

If  there  is  any  subject  with  which  His  will,  whether  they  1 
people  are  familiar  with  it  is  broken  re-  not.  In  light  of  our  pres 
lationships.  We  experience  these  in  our  tions,  this  is  a  fact  we 
families,  in  the  work  place,  and  even  in  her.  Many  are  fearful  in 
our  churches.  As  we  begin  our  study  of  is  still  in  control  and 
the  book  of  Hosea,  we  need  to  be  remind-  what  He 
ed  that  our  relationship  with  God  can  be  desires, 
in  a  broken  state  also.  Some  Bible  schol-  Our  story 


moving  His  name  are  putting  their  trust  in  other  things. 
>!e.  Through  these  Hosea  gives  the  people  the  stern  mes- 
of  Israel  received  sage  that  God  is  going  to  expose  their 
from  God  telling  sin  just  like  the  sin  of  Gomers  adultery 
to  suffer  the  same  is  known  to  everyone.  He  reminds  them 
fate  as  that  their  only  hope  lies  in  the  confes- 

SAhab  and  sion  of  their  sin  before  God.  Confession 
Jezebel  did  jg  literally  agreeing  with  God  about  our 
“  ™*  Val-  sinfulness  and  through  confession  res- 
Je*;  toration  occurs, 
reel.  God 

rTw!*1*..t0  Redemption  Carries  A  Price 

sm.’S 

i,®?0 r *.*!  In  chapter  3  God  again,  as  He  has 
~*}r  *H|  many  times  in  the  history  wi  His  chil- 

nunish  dren,  shows  His  unfailing  love  for  them. 

He  instructs  Hosea  to  go  to  Corner  and 
show  love  to  her  even  though  she  has 
not  been  faithful  to  him.  What  an  in- 
a  edible  picture  of  God’s  unfailing  love. 
Time  and  time  again  our  sin  separates 
us  from  God  but  He  stands  ready  to 
redeem  us  when  we  come  to  Him  in 
repentance.  New  Testament  passages 
like  Ephesians  1:7  and  1  Peter  1:18-19 
remind  us  that  God's  redemption  plan 
was  set  forth  before  creation  and  will  be 
culminated  with  the  sacrificial  death  of 
Christ  on  the  cross. 


Mezreer,  a  daughter  named  *No  Com¬ 
passion’  and  another  son  named  ’Not  Your  Sins  WUl  Come  Out 
My  People’.  In  the  names  of  Hosea  and  (Hosea  2:9-5) 

Comer’s  children  lies  the  beginning  of 

God’s  message  to  His  children.  Jezreel  As  we  begin  to  look  at  Hosea  2,  we 
is  the  name  of  the  valley  that  separates  see  the  comparison  of  Hosea's  marriage 
the  kingdoms  of  Israel  and  Judah.  It  is  to  Corner  and  the.covenant  relationship 
the  scene  of  the  slaughter  of  King  Ahab  God  has  made  with  His  children.  Hosea 
and  Jezebel.  (11  Kings  9:24- 10:11)  King  implores  his  children  to  stay  away  bom 
Ahab  and  Jezebel's  sin  was  turning  away  the  ways  of  their  promiscuous  mother, 
from  God  and  worshiping  Baal  and  oth-  In  the  larger  picture  Hosea  is  send¬ 
er  manmade  gods.  The  significance  of  ing  God's  message  to  His  people.  Like 
“No  Compassion’  is  that  God  would  no  Gomer  they  have  chosen  to  ignore  God 
longer  tolerate  Israel's  sin  and  He  was  and  have  aligned  themselves  with  false  Dedmon  is  Associate  Pastor  for  Edu- 

goingto  allow  them  to  suffer  for  their  gods  and  Baal  worshipers.  Instead  of  cation/Outreach  at  Brandon  Church, 
sin.  The  name  “Not  My  People’  speaks  relying  on  God  as  their  provider,  they  Brandon. 


Vahweh  Our  God  •  Exodus  6:2-13;  15:1-21 


In  Exodus  3,  the  bright  light  from  bring  yot 
the  burning  bush  illuminated  the  mind  the  Egyp 
of  Moses  and  enlightened  his  heart  to  their  bor 
understand  that  he  was  comm  unicat-  anoutstr 
ing  directly  with  the  Creator/Covenant  as  my  ow 
Maker  Himself.  God  called  Moses  from  will  brinj 
the  bush  and  sent  him  to  speak  to  Pha-  Isaac  am 
raoh  concerning  the  plight  of  the  He-  land  as  a 
brew  people  who  had  been  in  bondage  ments  in 
in  Egypt  (or  over  400  years.  Again  and  condudt 
again.  Pharaoh  refuses  to  let  the  people  with  ti 


Is  &  Homecomings 
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Ufa  in  •  very  dear  way,  but  it 
wa*  hard  when  I  vu  ao  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  poeeibility  that 

f  w.  l~mm.  him  *  Ua. 


Cancer  battles  reinforce  couple’s  resolve,  willingness  to  trust  God 


When  Roger  Heech  waa  di¬ 
agnosed  with  incurabie  bone 
marrow  cancer,  he  immediately 
took  the  issue  to  the  Lord,  who 
told  him  He  was  using  his  sick¬ 
ness  to  display  His  dory. 

"In  the  face  of  nil  illness, 
[Roger]  set  his  face  like  flint, 
as  it  says  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  and 
[was]  Just  determined  to  expe¬ 
rience  this  with  God...  and  to 
not  turn  away  from  God  in  the 
face  of  his  suffering,*  said  his 
wife  Meg. 

However,  Meg  did  i>ot  have 
such  an  easy  time  accepting 
her  husband's  condition.  *1  baa 
much  more  of  a  struggle  com¬ 
ing  to  terms  with  it  ss  a  wife,* 
she  admitted.  ‘1  stared  widow¬ 
hood  In  the  face  multiple  times 
during  the  course  of  bis  Ulneas. 
I  was  facing  mountains  that 
were  insurmountable  to  me, 
and  God  just  helped  me  to  start 
looking  for  the  answers  to  how 
He  was  bringing  glory  to  Him¬ 
self  through  that.  , 


"I  think  one  of  the  ways  He 
did  was  through  my  husband's 
determined  obedience.* 

Roger  said  growing  up  in 
the  States,  he  was  taught  to 
pray  for  comfort  and  healing, 
but  through  the  cancer  Goa 
changed  his  outlook. 

"nic  truth  is,  I  was  better  - 
I've  been  better  -  because  God 
let  me  be  rick,*  be  said.  "When 
people  ask  me  to  pray  now. 
my  default  prayer  is  not  'God 
fix  them.’  Mv  default  prayer 
ig  ‘God,  let  them  see  You.  Let 
them  see  Your  grace  in  what¬ 
ever  this  difficulty  is.’ 

"It  doesn’t  matter  what  my 
body’s  Hka,  really.  My  body's 
been  sick,  as  sick  as  I  suppose 
anybody  thinks  it  could  be.  but 
it's  not  about  the  body.  God 
has  gifts  for  aD  of  us  that  are 
so  much  deeper  than  physi¬ 
cal  health  or  a  good  Job  or  lots 
of  money.  Just  knowing  Him 
when  I’ve  got  nothing  else  and 
hearing  Him  say,  ‘Move  you." 


When  Meg  and  Roger  met, 
before  they  were  even  dating. 
Roger  told  her  that  God  would 
always  be  first  In  his  life.  He 
would  always  love  God  more 
than  Meg.  and  he  was  looking 
forward  to  the  day  when  he 
would  be  in  heaven. 

’One  of  the  things  that  at¬ 
tracted  me  to  him  was  that  Je¬ 
sus  waa  front  and  center  in  his 


Roger  survived  his  near-fatal 
cancer  and  the  life-threatening 
conditions  that  followed,  ‘and 
he  did  it  for  the  kids  and  me,* 
Meg  said. 

During  his  sickest  times. 
Roger’s  marriage  vows  were 
something  that  helped  him 
hold  on-  ri  could  have  said,  ’I 
can't  do  this  anymore,'  but  I 
made  a  commitment  to  my  wife 
that  I  would  stay  with  her  in 
sickness  and  in  health. 

*1  know  moat  people  think 
that  means  the  well  person 
stays  with  die  sick  person, 
but  1  waa  the  aide  person  and 
1  couldn’t  give  up  because  I'd 
made  a  commitment  to  her,  let 
alone  to  Ood  and  what  we  were 

Meg  admits  that  “if  rd  had 
a  list  of  all  the  things  we  have 


been  through  as  a  couple  and  in 
our  ministry  overseas  before  we 
signed  on  [with  IMB],  I  think  I 
would  have  turned  tail  and  run 
the  other  way.* 

God  knew  her  capacity  to 
handle  suffering  and  gave  Meg 
strength  to  meet  each  challenge 
as  it  came.  ‘Suffering  is  never 
the  school  any  of  us  want  to  go 
to;  it's  not  the  lesson  we  want  to 
sign  up  for,  but  it  is  one  of  the 
key  tools  God  uses  to  shape  and 
mold  human  lives,*  she  said. 

'It  is  the  tool  that  He  used 
to  mold  His  own  Son  and  so  I 
think  if  we  are  Christ -followers 
we’re  called  to  be  willing  to  fol¬ 
low  in  His  steps.* 

Editor's  note:  Since  this  eto- 
ru  was  written,  Meg  has  been 
Sagnosed  with  stage  two  can¬ 
cer.  Though  it  is  difficult /or  her 
and  her  family  to  face  cancer 
main,  Meq  is  "confident  that 
(rod  has  blessed  purposes  for 
my  life  each  and  every  day. 


I 


